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I. Beyond the Hoop

Beyond the Hoop, Inc is a 501(c) 3 organization located at 5547 Lee Highway, First Floor, Arlington, Virginia, 22202. The office telephone number is (703) 533-9158, and the website is www.beyondthehoop.org  and www.bulldawgbasketball.com.

Our Mission
To provide the necessary leadership that will help our youth excel in areas beyond the basketball court and provide support both academically and athletically to develop their potential as individuals and maximize their contribution to the community as caring citizens. 

Our Program
Basketball is played by young people all over the world and is arguably one of the most popular sports among youth. Many young people look up to the athletes they see on television and in the sports arena. The reality is that ninety-nine percent will never become professional athletes. Our program strives to prepare youth for life “beyond the hoop” by providing academic tutoring and appreciation for learning through our basketball skill development and academic enrichment program. Through basketball we provide young people the opportunities to meet and learn from successful people who share their passion for the game but went on to become successful in their lives off the basketball court. Our coaches are people who have played basketball in high school and at the college level. Today, they are successful professionals and successful adults raising families and engaged in a variety of meaningful activities.

Basketball, like other sports, teaches the importance of community, working together, hard work and determination. We stress the importance of striving for excellence and encourage the desire to learn and work hard in all endeavors. At Beyond the Hoop we understand that basketball is just a game, but we feel that for many young people it can provide a path to academic success and responsible citizenship. Part of our overall mission is to expose youth to career and academic opportunities. Living a successful life requires a solid foundation of academics, hard work and commitment. We are committed to helping youth understand that excellence is worth striving for and that hard work is a worthy price to pay for success.

I a. The Stamp Program

This year, we created a new program: the Student Athlete Mentoring Program (STAMP).  We work with youth beginning in high school to provide them with resources and guidance both on the basketball court and more importantly in the classroom to get them in college. 
How Does the STAMP Work?

· Once a student-athlete is selected, the student meets with an academic advisor once a week either by phone or in person. They discuss all classroom activity, including, tests, strategies for meeting deadlines, grades, etc. Any child who is struggling will be assigned a tutor.

· The student also meets once a week with our basketball trainer/coach, to work on deficiencies in his/her basketball game and develop a training strategy and set goals.

· During the summer months, the athletes will get SAT training, basketball conditioning, and skill training, and go to various camps to showcase their talent during the NCAA open season. 

· At the end of his/her sophomore year, we will sit down with the athlete and write to basketball coaches at various schools to inform them of the athlete’s interest in their program. 

· At the end of their junior year, we arrange college visits. 

· During their senior year, our goal is to get them accepted in a college based on academic merit.

Beyond the Hoop also is partnering with another organization, The Posse Foundation, which sponsors high school students who want to attend college. These students will have the opportunity to apply to this program as well. We also offer scholarship assistance to those high school seniors who show a need.
Our program requires student to be willing to work hard in the classroom and on the court.  Sports provide a snapshot of real life:  failure, triumphs, disappointment, responsibility, and the importance of hard work in achieving success.  Our program emphasizes goal-setting and managing priorities, and the importance of commitment and teamwork. 
II. The Basketball Program

Beyond the Hoop is a “basketball” and character development program.

We play basketball from September through the beginning of June. Currently, our teams participate in both Amateur Athletic Union (AAU) and Youth Basketball of America (YBOA). Teams that qualify for the national tournaments and receive a bid may decide to travel for one week during the summer months to compete.

New parents will be amazed at the level of basketball that is played at each age level. The DC metropolitan area is home to some of the most competitive basketball in the country. Teams from this area do very well at the national level. Most, if not all, of the top players from this area such as Kevin Durant, Grant Hill, Michael Beasley, and a host of others came through the AAU circuit. Ninety-nine percent of American born players have gone through the AAU circuit. That is not your typical recreation basketball program!
To play at this level requires a huge commitment of time and dedication to the game of basketball. Ninety-five percent of our players go on to play high school basketball. We also have some of the best coaches in the area. Some of our coaches have coached at the high school level, and some have played college basketball themselves.

It is no secret that AAU basketball has a huge impact as a grass roots program for developing future high school and college basketball players. Basketball has developed into a club like sport like tennis, golf, soccer, dance, gymnastics and swimming. These young athletes know from an early age that playing basketball is what they want to do and parents begin the journey to practices, working with coaches, attending tournaments, working with personal trainers, etc. 

This commitment to basketball does not mean that these athletes do not have other activities. What it does mean is that other than religion, family and school, everything else is secondary. 

We are not promising to develop your child into the next LeBron James or Michael Jordan. That kind of talent is born not made. Being high school coaches, we know the experience these athletes gain will go a long way in helping them become good basketball players at the high school level. 

Most importantly, as parents and coaches, we must keep in perspective that basketball is a game.  At Beyond the Hoop, we try to make the experience fun as well as help build the character of each of our players. Basketball is a team sport and the team is more than the players on the floor. Basketball requires the support of parents to make this experience as rewarding as possible for these young players.

Basketball the Beyond the Hoop way is an opportunity to teach kids about life and dealing with its many challenges, and that preparation, commitment and dedication is paramount to excelling at any and all endeavors.  With respect to character building, the focus of Beyond the Hoop is to help develop academically successful, responsible young adults through team participation. 

III. The Commitment

The goal of each Bull Dawg basketball team is to qualify for the National tournaments held in July or August each year. It is not the best players that win games, but the best teams. Bull Dawg players must commit to their teammates from the beginning of the season to the end. The team will play a tremendous amount of basketball culminating in the spring qualifying tournaments for Nationals and this level of competition requires hard work and dedication to the team. Participating on a Bull Dawg team is not recreation basketball, but is serious basketball. 95% of past players have gone on to play for their high school basketball teams. Some of our younger teams may choose to forego Nationals, but aim to win the regional AAU tournaments and/or the YBOA state championship.
Players are required to honor their religious obligations, family obligations, school obligations and Bull Dawg basketball team obligations for the duration of the season. The latter means that a player is expected to attend every practice, every game, participate in fund raising activities, maintain academic requirements (see Academic Requirements below) and to comport themselves in a respectable and proper manner. Players are expected to attend practices in their practice uniforms and games in clean game uniforms.

IV. Academic Requirements

Players must turn in copies of their report cards to their coaches at the end of each grading period. Players will not be allowed to play without these academic requirements. 

For those few players that are genuinely academically challenged Beyond the Hoop will help find tutors and constantly encourage and reward efforts to achieve better academic performance. 

For all players the policy is no books… no ball.

V. Practices

A player cannot get better unless that individual practices, and teams cannot get better unless they practice as a team. Beyond the Hoop coaches expect their players to be at scheduled practices unless there is a religious, family or school obligation. The coach should be notified in advance of an absence from practice. Players are responsible for getting to practices.

We have found that many teams form carpools with a different parent taking the responsibility for getting players to practices who may need a ride. We will publish a contact list for all players and their parents for each team each season to facilitate arranging carpools and rides.

VI. Travel

Many teams will have to travel to tournaments that enable the team to qualify for the National tournaments. Lodging for players is done through the Beyond the Hoop office in conjunction with the team manager. There will be 3 players to a room whenever possible. The Head Coach, an assistant and a minimum of two parents chaperones will supervise players. Teams who do not have the required chaperones will not be able to travel. No players will be allowed to stay with parents. The Head Coach is responsible for all players with the assistance of the assistant coach and parent chaperones.

The Beyond the Hoop office can generally obtain a block of rooms for families that wish to travel to the tournament. The parents would then be responsible for booking in their individual rooms. Any unclaimed rooms within the block are released before the tournament to avoid additional expense to the team. The team is responsible for paying for the coaches rooms.

VII. Scholarship Basketball Players

Beyond the Hoop’s mission is to give anyone with athletic talent who wants to develop their game to its fullest potential the opportunity to do so. Though we cannot survive or provide the services we do without financial support, we do not require any child to pay to play for the Bull Dawgs if their parents are unable to do so. We offer flexible payment plans, as well as a scholarship program for players that are truly unable to pay. We frequently have two scholarship players on a team.

A form must be completed demonstrating financial hardship to be considered as a scholarship player, or to qualify for reduced fees. The form must be approved by the Beyond the Hoop office prior to the start of the season.

Applying for a scholarship is an easy and confidential process, requiring a meeting with the BTH program manager to document the need.  BTH will look at the each family's total circumstances on a case by case basis to determine need.  
VIII. Fees

The standard charge is $250 per player per year, which is from September through June (which may be adjusted if costs escalate from year to year).  This fee is typically paid when the player is first put on a Beyond the Hoop team roster.  This fee includes a uniform charge, which the player may keep at the end of the year.  An installment plan can be arranged, if necessary to cover this charge.  This charge does not include the player’s share of gym time for practices, tournaments and leagues.  The expenses to cover these costs are collected on a season-to-season basis.  There are three seasons each year- fall, winter and spring.

The one time fee of $250 covers equipment, administrative costs, league registration fees and insurance coverage for that player.  Coaches and team managers work together to create a team budget listing the tournaments and/or leagues in which the team would like to play and their costs.  The budget is submitted to the BTH office for approval.  Once the budget is approved, the team is responsible for collecting each player’s share of these costs prior to the registration deadline for the tournament or league and delivering it to the Beyond the Hoop office.  Beyond the Hoop then cuts the check directly to the organization sponsoring the team or tournament.  If teams wants to travel to a tournament, parents must pay the travel costs or the team must fundraise the money to cover the costs  Fees are due at the beginning of each season and can be paid via check or credit card (via Beyond the Hoop web site). 

In addition, Beyond the Hoop seeks donations from parents and others to cover the substantial costs of running the Beyond the Hoop organization. 

IX. Volunteer Requirements

All parents are required to volunteer for an activity that supports the team. There are a variety of activities, from assisting in a car wash or bake sale, to chaperoning or coordinating uniform washing at a tournament to carpooling for games. A partial list of potential activities including the following:

· Carpools to practices and games

· Chaperoning at travel tournaments

· Coordinating washing uniforms at travel tournaments

· Coordinating team lunches at travel tournaments

· Coordinating team group activities at travel tournaments

· Participation in car washes, bake sales and other team fund raising activities

· Participation in Beyond the Hoop fund raising activities such as the semi-annual dances, wine and chocolate cocktail parties, pro/am golf tournaments, shoot-a-thons, etc.

· Off the court team manager, who helps with parent contact and team registrations for leagues and tournaments

X.  Uniforms

The standard Beyond the Hoop Bull Dawg uniform is a reversible jersey and matching shorts for games, plus one black and white reversible practice jersey. The $250 per season fee includes a one-time per player charge for uniform and practice jerseys. BTH covers $50 for every uniform.  If teams want uniforms that are more expensive the team will have to cover the remainder of the uniform cost. 

The player may keep uniforms and practice jerseys at the end of the year. Ancillary equipment, such as bags, shoes, etc., is at the coach’s discretion, with approval by the parents of the team for an additional expense. 

Sponsors names can not be on the uniforms, but sponsors names can be on warm up shirts or bags. 

XI. Fund Raising 

Fund raising is coordinated by the Beyond the Hoop organization (i.e., this is a legal requirement for a non-profit organization) and exists at two levels, namely (1) general fund raising and (2) team specific fund raising.

Concerning the former, Beyond the Hoop establishes a series of fund raising events, ranging from dances to car washes that raise funds, which are used to defray (a) administrative costs, (b) the costs of teams going to the national tournaments and (c) scholarships. This series of general fund raising events cannot be accomplished without the help of the parents and players. By defraying some of the administrative cost of the organization (e.g., office rent, cost of administrative staff, etc.) seasonal fees for participation by the teams are reduced. With respect to the cost of going to the nationals it costs about $8,000 to $12,000 per team.  This is a huge expense for most parents. As a result, Beyond the Hoop starts early in the fall to begin to raise funds that can be used in the summer to defray some of the costs for the trip to the Nationals. Going to the Nationals for many players is a unique and rewarding experience. Scholarships are an essential part of the Beyond the Hoop charter. We have never turned away a player because of an inability to pay the fees and costs associated with participating on a Beyond the Hoop team. The general fund raising activities support these scholarships activities. 

With respect to team specific fund raising activities, these are in addition to the scheduled general Beyond the Hoop fund raising activities and have been used by various teams to raise funds for additional tournaments or equipment. These are coordinated by an individual team, in conjunction with the Beyond the Hoop office, with funds ear marked for that team. These events must be coordinated with the Beyond the Hoop office in order to avoid conflicts and ensure compliance with 501(c) 3 non-profit requirements. 

XII. Playing Time 

We play the best competition in the Mid-Atlantic region on a weekly basis and playing at this level of competition involves lots of hard work and dedication to the team. 

Playing time is earned based on ability, attendance and performance at practice. Coaches may set their own playing criteria.  The coaches are available to meet with a player and/or his family to discuss the individual skills that player needs to work on to gain more playing time. All players will benefit from skill development by our top-notch coaching professionals. 

XIII. Coaches

Beyond the Hoop coaches are top-notched professionals who approach working with, and developing young athletes very seriously. Our coaches are people who have played basketball either in high school, college, or at the professional level. Today, they are successful professionals from a variety of walks of life – accountants, engineers, attorneys, strength and conditioning coaches, personal trainers and business people. 

Beyond the Hoop coaches have extensive experience in coaching and skills development and believe very strongly in teaching basketball fundamentals. However, they also maintain the perspective that basketball is a game and that learning ultimately should be fun. Our coaches are positive role models.

XIV. The Schedule 

Pre Season Conditioning and Clinic

The season typically begins with a training camp. The training camp is traditionally the last week in August. The emphasis is on conditioning, fundament skill drills, and basketball evaluation. Training camp is an important introduction for new players to the program. Successful candidates will be invited to attend one or more workouts usually starting at the beginning of September at Trinity.

Practices 
90 minute practice sessions for each team are generally held twice each week during the season. The head coach or the team manager will notify the team of the dates and times for practice and for games. Beyond the Hoop teams practice at two local churches, Trinity Presbyterian and St. Charles, and/or at local county gyms.

The Competition and Game Schedule
For our older teams, many of our league games and tournaments are attended by some of the top high school coaches in the area looking for new talent and evaluating youngsters who may be attending their schools in the future. Alumni of our program have played, or are currently playing, basketball for a number of area high school teams, including Bishop O’Connell, Gonzaga, National Christian Academy, Marshall, Wakefield, Washington & Lee, Yorktown and St. Agnes/St. Stephens. Our high school players often move on to college programs. One recent Beyond the Hoop player received a full D-1 scholarship at Augusta State. 

Fall Basketball
Metro-Sixer Basketball League – this is the most competitive fall league in the Washington area, featuring the top teams in Maryland, DC and Northern Virginia, and attended by coaches from many of the areas leading high school basketball programs looking to recruit the best new talent.

The Metro-Sixer fall basketball league begins in early September. The games are held primarily at Trinity College and Georgetown Prep. These games are usually on Sunday afternoons. Beyond the Hoop will post the schedules when available on our website and notify players by email.

Winter Basketball
We play in one of the premier leagues each winter, such as Metro Sixer League or the Potomac Valley AAU League. Some of our teams play in the Fairfax Stars League. Games are on weekends. 

AAU/YBOA Basketball Tournaments – Spring/Summer

The tournament season is where all the games and practices begin to pay off. The amateur Athletic Union (AAU) is the premier basketball organization in the country. They sponsor tournaments in every region with the top teams from around the country qualifying to play in a National Championship Tournament in June or July. The local and regional tournaments are held from late March to early June. In previous years, many of our teams were invited to play in the AAU Division I or II league. Nationals are held in a variety of cities depending on the age group.

The Youth Basketball Of America (YBOA) is a basketball organization with essentially the same format as AAU. The tournaments begin in late March, with the State Championship occurring in early June. The Nationals for the YBOA are held in Florida in early July. Beyond the Hoop teams have competed well in the YBOA.  One of our 13U teams won the YBOA Nationals in Orlando, FL.  Other teams have competed successfully in the local YBOA state championships.  Competing in state and national AAU and YBOA championships are exciting for the players as well as their families.

Other Tournaments 
We play in various other tournaments throughout the year to get additional game experience as a team.  Each team will decide which tournaments in which they would like to compete.  Then the team drafts a budget to cover the costs of those tournaments and submits it to the Beyond the Hoop budget.  After the budget is approved, the team manager is responsible for collecting each player’s share of expenses for those tournaments. 

XV. Other Requirements 

To play on a Beyond the Hoop team, players must provide the following documents:

1. Copy of Birth Certificates and Photo ID

2. Complete and return Registration and Medical Release Form

3. Complete and return Waiver of Liability Form

4. Complete and return the Photo Release Form

5. Submit copies of Report Cards each grading period 

* Complete AAU registration form

* Complete YBOA registration form

* If need by your team. 

BEYOND THE HOOP

XVI. Coaches and Administrative 

Beyond the Hoop Office

www.beyondthehoop.org
5547 Lee Highway, 1st floor

Arlington, VA 22202

703-533-9158

703-533-9159 (fax)

Kenny Robinson

Executive Director

beyondthehoop@aol.com
Tammy Kneifl
Program Director 
tammykneifl@yahoo.com
Harold Anderson

Andersen05@verizon.net

David Ayres

dayres@ashcroftgroupllc.com
Bill Maddox

williammaddox@mac.com
Tim Mulcahy
tmulcahy@comcast.net
Bruce Ryan
Team Manager 
bruce.ryan@comcast.net
Juleen Savarese

juleensavarese@mac.com
Lowell Stern

lowell.stern@usdoj.gov
Bob Van Kirk

RVanKirk@wc.com

Beyond The Hoop, Inc

 Registration and Medical Release Form
Parent please fill out and bring to first day of practice.

Date__________

I hereby grant permission and/or approval for the participation of my child 
Name ______________________________________Birth date________

Address_________________________ City ________________________

State______ Zip____________________ Phone_____________________

Current grade_____________________ School______________________

In  the activities associated with sports with the Beyond The Hoop, including practices, clinics, games, tournaments, field trips, and team social events. I agree not to hold the Beyond The Hoop, it’s officers and representatives, or the representatives of the Beyond The Hoop responsible for any injury that may result from participation in the program.

I authorize the representatives of the Beyond The Hoop to arrange for EMERGENCY MEDICAL TREATMENT ONLY for my child in the event that he/she should be injured or ill during the course of sports related activities, should I not be present. I agree to assume all costs associated with any such EMERGENCY treatment.
____________________________________________Date:_______________________

Signature of Parent or Guardian

_______________________________         ____________________________________

Print Name of Parent or Guardian                 Print Full Name of Child

Emergency Medical Information

Family Physician:_____________________________Phone:________________________

Address:____________________________________________________________

Medical Insurance Carrier:______________________________________________

Policy Number:__________________________________________________________

Known Medical Conditions: ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
In the event of an emergency, please contact:

Name: _____________________________ Phone (h): ________________ 

Phone (w):___________________________
Beyond The Hoop, Inc

WAIVER OF LIABILITY

Child’s Name ______________________________ Coach:_____________________









Assistant Coach:______________









Assistant Coach:______________








Team Manager:_______________







Team:_______________________


I approve of my child’s participation in the Beyond the Hoop, Inc. basketball program and hereby grant my permission for him to participate in activities of the program including participating in tryouts and in scrimmages against Beyond the Hoop teams.

I will not hold Beyond the Hoop, Inc. nor its officers, directors, team managers, administrators, or coaches liable for any injury that may occur during the conduct of its activities.  I also understand that Beyond the Hoop, Inc. provides neither hospitalization nor any type of accident insurance for its participants. 

Beyond the Hoop, Inc., its officers, directors, administrators, managers, and coaches assume no liability for injury or damages arising and as a result of my child’s participating in its basketball program. 

Due to the strenuous nature of some activities, the participant is urged to consult his physician concerning fitness to participate.  All activities present certain inherent risks and hazards, which the participant is urged to consider and which the participant assumes. 

In the event of an emergency, I hereby consent to emergency medical treatment for my child on my behalf.  To the best of my knowledge, there are no physical or other conditions which will interfere with my child’s participation. 

___________________________________________

_______________


Parent/Guardian Signature






Date

___________________________________________


Parent/Guardian Printed Name

Beyond The Hoop, Inc
Photo Release for Children Under 18 years of Age
I hereby grant to the Beyond the Hoop and to its employees, board members, agents, and volunteers and assigns the right to photograph my dependent and use the photo and or other digital reproduction of him/her or other reproduction of his/her physical likeness of publication processes, whether electronic, print, digital or electronic publishing via the internet. 

Participant’s Signature:__________________________________________

Participant’s Printed Name:_______________________________________

Address:_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
I certify that I am a custodial parent and have the aforementioned rights to assign. 

______________________________________________________

Signature of Parent or Guardian

______________________________________________________

Print Name of Parent or Guardian

Address:________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Date:____________________________
